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Karen Schuessler Singers Ignite Music of the Soul with “Let Me Fly!” 

London, ON - The KAREN SCHUESSLER SINGERS brings together music of the soul from two great 
traditions: Rachmaninoff’s masterpiece, the All-Night Vigil, and uplifting and energetic Spirituals, in 
“Let Me Fly!” on Saturday, April 6, 2019, 8 PM, at Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin Street.

Two great choral traditions — Russian sacred music and Spirituals — come together and intertwine on 
April 6 in “Let Me Fly!”, a concert by the Karen Schuessler Singers. Together they create a fusion of yin 
and yang for music of the soul. Representing the best of Russian sacred music will be the magnificent 
All-Night Vigil by Sergei Rachmaninoff. Written at the height of his creative and musical powers, the Vigil 
(often referred to as the Vespers) represents all that Rachmaninoff was—a son of Russia and a world-
class musician. Russian sacred music is, among other things, music of beauty, that beauty which, 
according to Dostoyevsky, “will redeem the world.” Through a long-standing tradition, going back two 
millennia, it draws its aesthetic values and expressive means from a heavenly, rather than earthly reality.

In contrast to this, Spirituals are primarily music of rhythm, music of the earth. They express the rhythm 
of the heart and tie into the rhythm of the body—how we are made and what makes us feel alive. After 
decades of being arranged as “parlour Spirituals”, today’s arrangers, such as Moses Hogan, André 
Thomas, Rollo Dilworth, and others, are dedicated to revitalizing the true African-American spirit of the 
genre and grounding it in its authenticity and depth. 

It is this authenticity of both traditions, of being true to their roots as music of the soul that brings them 
together as powerful partners in this concert. 

 “What are seemingly disparate styles and purposes are, actually, yin and yang—the two parts of 
wholeness. Here, we experience yet another reminder of how things can look different from the outside, 
and yet, at their core, are really one and the same thing on the inside. For me, this concert is, on an 
obvious level, an wonderful opportunity to perform deeply beautiful and energetically vibrant 
repertoire. But, it’s more than that. This concert is a metaphor for our time in that it brings cultures 
together from across the globe and affirms our common humanity,” says KSS Artistic Director, Karen 
Schuessler.    

Spirituals will include Ezekiel Saw the Wheel, Hold On!, Let Me Fly, Elijah Rock, Wade in the Water, and 
many others. Pieces from the All-Night Vigil will be performed in Church Slavonic, the language of the 
Orthodox Church, and in English and will include the famous Bogorodistè Devo, a hymn to the Virgin. 



“Within the many styles of choral music today, the Russian Orthodox choral tradition stands out as one 
of humanity’s crowning and most compelling creative choral achievements. As well, Spirituals speak to 
our heart with an immediacy and a power that cross all barriers of style, culture and time. Whether one 
is a performer or a member of the audience, an event that features Russian sacred music and Spirituals 
envelops us in a remarkable artistic experience: one gives us a glimpse of heaven while we are still on 
earth,” adds Schuessler.  

Tickets are $22 (adults), $20 (seniors), in advance or $25, $23 at the door; Students $10; Children 6-13, 
Free when accompanied by an adult. Tickets can be purchased at Tuckey Home Hardware, Attic Books, 
Long & McQuade (North), Lambeth Art Gallery or online at www  .  kssingers  .  com  

For more ticket information, phone 519-455-8895 or visit our website www  .  kssingers  .  com  

Event Information:
What: Karen Schuessler Singers Concert: Grant Us Peace
Where: Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin Street, London, ON 
When: Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.
Contact: 519-455-1668 http://www.kssingers.com 

About The Karen Schuessler Singers:    
The Karen Schuessler Singers is one of London’s premier concert choirs. Founded in 1993 by director 
Karen Ann Schuessler to explore the vast world of choral music, the choir has become well known for 
quality performances and widely varied, accessible and innovative programming. 

Each season the choir presents a 3-concert subscription series and several other performances designed 
to appeal to all ages and musical tastes. The choir performs choral repertoire that is not often performed 
by other choirs to complement traditional repertoire with music ranging from the classics to jazz to 
Broadway and from Renaissance to the 21st century.

The vision of Karen Schuessler Singers is to create concerts that are not only entertaining and thought 
provoking, but also lift the spirit, lighten the heart and deepen the soul.

Says Karen Schuessler, “The extraordinary thing about the live concert experience, when the audience is 
receptive and we are all connected, is that we can go on this journey into wonder together at this 
precise moment in time. Sing Joy!”


