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Karen Schuessler Singers mount a Broadway Powerhouse 

London, ON - The KAREN SCHUESSLER SINGERS present two of Broadway’s greatest powerhouses:  
songs by Stephen Sondheim, and from the blockbuster musical, Les Misérables, music by Claude-
Michel Schönberg, on Saturday, May 25, 2019, 8 PM, at Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin Street.

Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables debuted over 150 years ago in 1862 and to this day is considered one of the 
most significant novels in world literature. It is upon his epic of some 1,900 pages that lyricist Alain 
Boublil and composer Claude-Michel Schonberg adapted their internationally-acclaimed musical, still 
running in London after 30 years, produced in 43 countries and translated into 21 languages. It is 
the longest-running musical in the West End and the second longest-running musical in the world after 
the original Off-Broadway run of The Fantasticks.

In this concert of Broadway powerhouses, the Karen Schuessler Singers will present music from this 
popular show, as well as perform songs by the incomparable Stephen Sondheim. Sondheim holds a high 
place in the world of musical theatre. To celebrate his 80th birthday in 2010, the former Henry Miller's 
Theatre was renamed the Stephen Sondheim Theatre and the BBC Proms held a concert in his 
honor. Top-grossing theatre producer Sir Cameron Mackintosh of Les Mis has called Sondheim "possibly 
the greatest lyricist ever". 

Featured soloists for the concert will be soprano Tora Klassen and tenor Conlan Gassi, both making their 
mark on the London music scene. The 50-member choir will be directed by Karen Schuessler and 
accompanied by pianist Grace Yip and band. 

“The power and the poignancy of Les Mis coupled with the wit and wisdom of Stephen Sondheim—
what’s not to love? Musical theatre is one of the most important art forms in our time and this concert 
will be an evening of the best of the best. With two superb soloists, each coming with reams of 
performance experience, this will be a concert you won’t want to miss,” says KSS Artistic Director, Karen 
Schuessler.

Soloist soprano Tora Klassen’s performance credits include operas by Mozart, Donizetti and Ravel, and 
works by Britten and Puccini. Tenor Conlan Gassi’s extensive opera experience includes works by Bizet, 
Poulenc, Mozart, Britten, Puccini and Donizetti. 

Songs by Sondheim to include: Send In the Clowns, Not While I’m Around, Anyone Can Whistle, Not a 
Day Goes By, Maria (West Side Story), and more. Songs from Les Mis will include: Master of the House, 
Stars, Do You Hear the People Sing, On My Own, and more. 



“A great story, expressed by a great lyric and married to a great tune is a match made in heaven. That’s 
what makes Broadway musicals so special; that’s what makes them so compelling for millions of people. 
That’s what we’ll have in this concert,” adds Schuessler.   

Tickets are $22 (adults), $20 (seniors), in advance or $25, $23 at the door; Students $10; Children 6-13, 
Free when accompanied by an adult. Tickets can be purchased at Tuckey Home Hardware, Attic Books, 
Long & McQuade (North), Lambeth Art Gallery or online at www  .  kssingers  .  com  

For more ticket information, phone 519-455-8895 or visit our website www  .  kssingers  .  com  

Event Information:
What: Karen Schuessler Singers Concert: Grant Us Peace
Where: Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin Street, London, ON 
When: Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.
Contact: 519-455-1668 http://www.kssingers.com 

About The Karen Schuessler Singers:    
The Karen Schuessler Singers is one of London’s premier concert choirs. Founded in 1993 by director 
Karen Ann Schuessler to explore the vast world of choral music, the choir has become well known for 
quality performances and widely varied, accessible and innovative programming. 

Each season the choir presents a 3-concert subscription series and several other performances designed 
to appeal to all ages and musical tastes. The choir performs choral repertoire that is not often performed 
by other choirs to complement traditional repertoire with music ranging from the classics to jazz to 
Broadway and from Renaissance to the 21st century.

The vision of Karen Schuessler Singers is to create concerts that are not only entertaining and thought 
provoking, but also lift the spirit, lighten the heart and deepen the soul.

Says Karen Schuessler, “The extraordinary thing about the live concert experience, when the audience is 
receptive and we are all connected, is that we can go on this journey into wonder together at this 
precise moment in time. Sing Joy!”


